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Catechism 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 
The First Article - Creation 
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

What does this mean?   
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He as given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, 
and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 
and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.  All this He does only out of 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to 
thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

 
 This is most certainly true. 
 
The Second Article - Redemption 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of 
the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 

 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 
with His innocent suffering and death, 

 
that I may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, 

  
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
 

 This is most certainly true. 
 
 



The Third Article - Sanctification 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 
but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith; 
 
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and 
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  

  
In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
 

 On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
 
 This is most certainly true. 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 
all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
The Ten Commandments 
 

The First Commandment – You shall have no other gods. 
 
What does this mean?  
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

 
The Second Commandment – You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His 
name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 
The Third Commandment – Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His word, but hold it sacred and 
gladly hear and learn it. 

 
 
 
 
 



The Fourth Commandment – Honor your father and your mother. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but 
honor them, serve and obey them, and cherish them. 

 
The Fifth Commandment – You shall not murder. 
 
What does this mean?  
 We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and 
support him in every physical need. 

 
The Sixth Commandment – You shall not commit adultery. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and descent life in what we say and do, 
and husband and wife love and honor each other. 

 
The Seventh Commandment – You shall not steal. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them 
in any dishonest way, but help to improve and protect his possessions and income. 

 
The Eighth Commandment – You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or 
hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

 
The Ninth Commandment – You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or 
get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it. 

 
The Tenth Commandment – You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or 
animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Close of the Commandments – What does God say about all these commandments?   
 
He says:  “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.”  [Exodus 20:5-6] 
 
What does this mean?   
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments.  Therefore, we should fear His wrath and 
not do anything against them.  But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these 
commandments.  Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what he commands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bible Verses 
 

 Ephesians 1:17-18 (school theme) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints,  
 

 Ephesians 2:8-10  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God,  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

 John 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “ I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 

 Deuteronomy 31:6  Be strong and courageous.  Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord 
your God who goes with you.  He will not leave you or forsake you. 

 

 Psalm 51:10-12  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not 
away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

 Psalm 104:24  O Lord, how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures. 

 

 Psalm 145:15-16  The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.  You open 
your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 

 Isaiah 40:31  but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

 

 Jeremiah 17:7-8  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is in the Lord.  He is like a tree 
planted by water, that send out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its 
leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

 

 Matthew 6:33-34  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.  Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.  
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

 

 Matthew 9:37-38  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 

 Ephesians 4:32  Be kind to one another; tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. 

 

 John 15:5  I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

 



 Romans 8:28-29  And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 

 

 1 Corinthians 11:24-25  and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is 
for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.  In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 John 13:34-35  A new commandment I give you, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 

 

 Romans 8:38-39  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 Galatians 3:26-27  for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

 

 Ephesians 6:13  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 

 

 John 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life,  No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 

 

 John 1:29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the word!” 

 

 Luke 23:34  And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  And they cast lots 
to divide his garments. 

 

 Mark 16:19  So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of God. 

 

 John 14:26-27  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid. 

 

 Colossians 3:12-13  Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

 

 Colossians 3:14  And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
 

 Philippians 2:10-11  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 



 1 Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 

 

 John 15:9-11  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Abide in my love.  If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love.  These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 

 1 Peter 1:18-19  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

 

 Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  and 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

 2 Peter 1:3-4  His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his 
precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.” 

 

 John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 

 Galatians 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brothers, Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

 

 Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

 John 10:27-28  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 

 


